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'The Property That
Changed The Mind
Ot AnAll-Inclusive

Amateur

By Sheena Bhattessa

As far as family travel planning
goes, it never really stops. The
constant search for the balance of
family fun along with a finerstyle of
adult holidaying never ceases, aswe
bookmark articles, keep browsers
open with recommendations
from friends, save Instagram
posts. But sometimes, as T've
just experienced, letting go and
embracing full family fun is the
only way forward.

Admittedly, I went into LuxME’s
Costa Boranica slightly naively
having never been to an all-
inclusive, my nose turned up,
only wanting to stay in the best
Of [hﬁ bfs[ hotcls — even With I'l'ly
kids. This property changed my

opinion completcly‘
The Vibe

The fourth property from the
Grecotel group in Corfu, space
is optimum. Sitting on 1,000
metres of natural beach and across
an oasis of olive grove gardens
and wildlife, this hotel is builr
on a protected wetland in the
shadow of a mountain, meaning,
wild animals and luscious tropical
gardens are never far away, with
the building’s architecture fitting

scamlessly into its surrounds. A
]Dl’lg dl'ive OPEHS llp' to the Widﬁ
open-spaced lobby, an imposing
large elephant’s mould on the wall.

Learning during my visit that
“LuxME”, stands for “luxury
made easy,” it all made sense. It is
as easy as a trip with kids could be
—a childhood paradise on a Greek
island, and so well equipped as
a family hotel, you could say
its a giant kids’ club with great
wine. The staff are as warm as
the weather, welcoming and all
smiles, knowing what you want
before you even ask.

The Food + Drink

A very generous and great tasting
buffet breakfast,
and dinner with daily changing
menus and enough cheices to
never get bored: fish, meat, salads,
endless deserts and an ice-cream
station on the main piazza every
night. The Cava Bottega invites
you to discover hundreds of
sclected labels from Greek and
vineyards, with
the guidance of experienced
sommeliers. At several points
throughout the hotel, you'll find
a créperie and a gelateria, and a

serves lunch

international
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designated Chocolate Bar offering
traditional Greek delights, candies
:lnd thEmadE rrears. Rﬂmemhﬁr,

therc’s [JlCI’lt}' DFSPECE for children

to run DfF the sugar l'llSl'l.

You can choose berween four i
la carte restaurants from Greek
to Japanese and Italian, plus the
Botanica Fine Dining restaurant
for a special evening out (only
for 12 years old and up). The
Tavernaki was a favourite with
a great selection of Quzo, fresh
bread, local produce and olive
oil — likely a restaurant you'll
repeat a few times during your
stay. The newest addition is the
Lobsteria, ofFering lobster and
sparkling wine, plus a collection
of degustation menus and a set
menu.

But you know you can’t go wrong
with a family-friendly buffer. In
a courtyard lined with cypress
trees, the resorts Mediterranean
Restaurant gives you enough
choice for fussy palates, as they
can pick and choose their way
through all sorts of global culinary
tastes, with the added flair of live
cooking stations and a special kids’
menu at every meal time. Take
a seat on the piazza, under the



Greek sun and even if your kids
(like mine) like to run around, it’s
of no disturbance to guests while
they enjoy chasing birds and
playing with other children. Plus
kids dine free, a bonus with non-
stop snacking.

‘The Rooms

From country house rooms to
summer houses, accommodation
option ranges from two bedroom,
two  bathroom  houses, to
interconnecting rooms with a
shared swimming pool, bungalows
with gardens to playroom suites

with a private veranda,

Every room offering has a
complimentary  stocked mini
bar and comes with either views,
pools, gardens or balconies;
enough choice t pick your
preferred arrangement depending
on the age of your kids. With the
resort sprawled over so much land,
you have enough space across
every option. The elegant and
romantic country room comes
with a shaded veranda, ideal if
youre travelling with an under
one year old. The family suite at
Yucea’s Residence is a great option
for two adults and two children
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up to 12 years old — an elegantly
furnished living room, with a large
private veranda, which doubles as
children’s sleeping quarters or as
a place to enjoy games, reading
and TV. Larger families should
book into the PlayRoom Suites,
gﬁnﬁr[)usly Spacﬁd Wfth Wo-room
suites, ideal for families of five.

‘The Child’s Play

There are two standout items at
this property. The kids’ waterpark
and the entertainers ar the kids’
club. They nurture, smile and
laugh with your children, as if
they are their own kids. There are
endless things to do for kids alone
or as a family. A zoo tour to art
classes, a family movie night to
horse riding, adventures through
the herb garden, scooter rides and
Corfu bike tours.

The Grecoland Kids Club is an
experiential haven for children
which focuses on play as a
medium of self-discovery. Set just
next to the waterpark, the weekly
schedule of activities means you're
fully entertained, day to night.

Continue reading...




